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      BOYD TALKS ENERGY WITH THOUSANDS OF NORTH FLORIDIANS

Over 3,200 North Floridians participate in Congressman Boyd’s first Telephone Town Hall Meeting

  
        
      

WASHINGTON, D.C.—U.S. Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida) hosted his first district-wide Telephone Town Hall Meeting for the people of North Florida on Wednesday evening, July 30.  Over 3,200 North Floridians participated in the tele-town hall about gas prices and the energy crisis.

Congressman Boyd opened the live conference call with a brief report about the energy crisis and then responded to questions from constituents on various energy-related topics, such as domestic drilling, renewable energy sources, nuclear power, and conservation.

“Holding a tele-town hall meeting allowed me to reach thousands of North Floridians at one time and discuss an issue that is on the forefront of all of our minds—high gas prices,” said Congressman Boyd.  “I support responsible domestic drilling, but with the U.S. having only 2 percent of the world’s oil reserves, we simply cannot drill our way out of this problem.  To end our dependence on foreign oil, we must look at all the pieces of the puzzle, including alternative and renewable energy sources, technology development, fuel diversity, and climate change.”

During the tele-town hall, Congressman Boyd also spoke about legislation in the House of Representatives that he has supported to lower prices at the pump.  Recently, Congressman Boyd voted in favor of the Consumer Energy Supply Act of 2008, a bill that would temporarily release 10 percent of the oil from the government’s own stockpile, known as the Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR), and replace it later with heavier, cheaper crude oil.  In the past, releasing oil from the SPR has immediately lowered gas prices.

“Releasing a small portion of the Strategic Petroleum Reserve is something that can be done right now to immediately lower gas prices,” Boyd stated.  “When President George Bush, President Bill Clinton, and President George H. Bush released oil from the SPR, gas prices dropped each time and in 10 days, not 10 years.”

Congressman Boyd also emphasized the need for a long-term, balanced energy approach that promotes alternative energies and conservation while eliminating our nation’s dependence on foreign oil.  

“I know that the people of North Florida want real relief at the pump in the short-term and the long-term,” Boyd stated.  “We have to start working together to develop a comprehensive energy plan that would make our nation stronger, increase our energy supplies, and lower gas prices.” 
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“This tele-town hall gave me the opportunity to hear from people in all 16 counties in Florida’s 2nd Congressional District at once,” said Boyd.  “I really enjoyed talking with folks from around the district and answering their questions, and it is my hope that this tele-town hall was helpful and informative for the people of North Florida.”
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